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SUBJECT: HISTADRUT SECRETARY GENERAL COMMENTS ON 
AFL-CIO REACTION TO LIKUD VICTORY 

1 . YERUHAM MESHEL, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE HISTADRUT, 

TOLD LABATT JUNE 1 THAT HE HAD RECEIVED SEVERAL MESSAGES 
FROM AFL-CIO PRESIDENT GEORGE MEANY, SECRETARY-TREASURER 
LANE KIRKLAND AND OTHER US LABOR LEADERS DEPLORING 

THE LIKUD ELECTORAL VICTORY. ACCORDING TO MESHEL, THE 
MESSAGES INDICATED THAT SHOULD THE LIKUD WIN THE 
HISTADRUT ELECTION AND THEN SUPPORT THE HARDLINE 
FOREIGN POLICY OF A LIKUD GOVERNMENT, THE SPECIAL 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE HISTADRUT AND THE AMERICAN LABOR 
MOVEMENT WOULD PROFOUNDLY CHANGE. MESSAGES OF A 
SIMILAR NATURE HAD ALSO BEEN RECEIVED FROM SOME 
EUROPEAN UNION LEADERS. 

2. MESHEL FURTHER COMMENTED THAT MOST ISRAELIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WERE RATHER PAROCHIAL ("EVERYTHING CENTERED AROUND 
ISRAEL") AND HAD NO CONCEPTION OF WHAT WAS GOING ON 
IN THE OUTSIDE WORLD. ALL THEY COULD THINK OF IS 
"DON'T GIVE UP ANY TERRITORIES." HE SAID HE 
IS KEEPING THE COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AMERICAN 
LABOR LEADERS CONFIDENTIAL AT THIS STAGE, 

BECAUSE HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW THE HISTADRUT 
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ELECTORATE WOULD REACT IF HE WERE TO PUBLICIZE THEM. 
HE FEARS THAT MANY PEOPLE WOULD SIMPLY SEE THEM AS 
ADDITIONAL AMERICAN PRESSURE ON THE ISRAELI 
ELECTORATE. 

3. HE IS NOW WARNING OF THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
CONSEQUENCES IF THE LIKUD ALSO WINS THE 
HISTADRUT ELECTION. ALTHOUGH UNWILLING TO MAKE ANY 
PREDICTIONS, HE HAD NOTED SOME BACKLASH REACTION TO 
THE LIKUD VICTORY AMONG THE VARIOUS GROUPS HE HAS 
ADDRESSED SINCE THE KNESSET ELECTIONS AND FEELS 
THAT THERE IS A SWING BACK TO THE ALIGNMENT. WHILE 
NOT PREDICTING THAT LABOR WOULD RETAIN A MAJORITY 
IN THE HISTADRUT, HE FEELS THAT IT PROBABLY WIT, I. 

PULL MORE VOTES THAN THE LIKUD, NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE CONSIDERABLE POPULARITY OF LIKUD CANDIDATE 
FOR HISTADRUT SECRETARY GENERAL, DAVID LEVY. 

LEWIS 
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